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North Hero Development Review Board 
Thursday May 21, 2015 6:45 P.M. | North Hero Town Office 

 
In Attendance:  Board: Kate Kinney, Jim Blandino, Richard Fetterman, Mary Jane Healy, Bobby Miller, 
Joe Poquette, Jim Kilbride 
  Guests: Douglas & Chris Bard, Brian Poquette, Jim & Kathi Perry, Paul & Dorothy 
Sacca, Bob Ayers (zoning administrator), Mike & Sarah Shanahan 
  
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
 Meeting was called to order by Kate at 6:54PM. 
 
ADJUSTMENT TO THE AGENDA 
 
 Discussion about agenda item Procedure Rewrite and the amount of time this item may take 
ensues.   Procedure Rewrite is moved to last item of business. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: April 9, 2015  
 
  Kate asks for a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Bobby makes a motion to approve the 
minutes as written, Richard seconds and the motion passes unopposed 7-0.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Alternate Recommendations:  

Kate notifies the board that one letter of interest has been received.  The board needs to 
wait until May 29th to see if any others come in.  This will be an agenda item for the next meeting 
so all applicants can be reviewed at once.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Board Business: 
 

Procedure Rewrite:  
 This was moved to last item of business under adjustments to the agenda. 

 
Hearings: 
 
 Mike & Sarah Shanahan – Setback Waiver: Application 2015-10SW 
    Kate opens application 2015-10SW.  Owners Mike & Sarah Shanahan of 199 Oakridge Lane, 
parcel id 03-01-44.01, are requesting a setback waiver.  
 Kate gives a brief overview of the process of the proceedings and the qualifications for interested 
party status. 
 Kate asks if any board members have a conflict of interest or ex parte communication to disclose.  
None do.    
 Mike & Sarah Shanahan are present as the applicants.  There are no interested parties. 

Kate swears in applicants.   
Kate asks if any written communication has been received regarding this case.  None has. 
A sketch labeled ‘Exhibit A’ is circulated for board review.  
Mike describes the shed he would like to install.  He confirms he currently has a smaller shed on 

the lot that would remain.  There is a fence, approximately 7 feet tall, on the property line the shed would 
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abut.  Sarah states the neighbors built a garage last year which their shed would be parallel to and 
separated by the fence.  Bob Ayers states the neighbor’s building was approved by the DRB last year with 
a similar set back.  Mike states his neighbors have no objections.  Bob Ayers states the setbacks from the 
garage to the road are appropriate.  Also, documents are on file from the state giving them approval for 
their lake setback.  Kate asks if they know the elevation.  They do not but are certain the house is above 
flood level- they did not get any water a few years ago.  Mike verifies the shed would not be used for 
hazardous materials storage.  The distance between the house and proposed shed is 18 feet.   

Kate asks if there are any further questions from the board.  There are not. 
Kate asks if any person present has a question or comment.  None do.  

  Kate asks if the applicants or interested parties have any further information to submit.  Hearing 
none, Kate closes the hearing and states a letter will be sent to all parties within the next 45 days.   
 
 Bridge Bay LLC – Conditional Use: Application 2015-11CU 
 Kate opens application 2015-11CU.  Owners Rick & Kim Surprenant of 752 South End Road, 
parcel id 11-01-55.21, are requesting a conditional use. 
 Kate asks if any board members have a conflict of interest or ex parte communication regarding 
this case.  None do. 
 Rick & Kim Surprenant are present as the applicants.  Kate swears in the applicants. 

Douglas & Chris Bard, Brian Paquette, Jim & Kathi Perry and Paul & Dorothy Sacca are present 
as interested parties.  They qualify for interested party status as neighbors. 
 Kate requests all interested parties to sign in.   
 A sketch labeled ‘Exhibit A’ is circulated for board review.   
 Rick explains the neighbors, Douglas & Chris Bard, asked after the application was submitted to 
purchase a section of Rick’s property.  Rick asks if a boundary line adjustment can be included in this 
process.  Kate states not at this meeting.  Rick states he would submit the appropriate materials for a 
boundary line adjustment and resubmit a new map for the conditional use to have the two items decided 
concurrently.  He asks to review the proposed project to allow neighbors a chance to ask questions.  He 
reviews which section the Bards would purchase as the boundary line adjustment.  He reviews the 
topography of the lot to explain the new proposed location of the placement of his buildings.  The size of 
his buildings will now be reduced.  He states this lot has an undeveloped state wastewater permit for one 
three bedroom house.  He shows where all the neighbor’s homes are in relation to the proposed project.   
 Rick asks if a conditional use for storage units is approved does that mean a residential unit 
cannot then be put on the lot.  Joe states that would be mixed uses on a lot.  Kate states they cannot 
speculate as a board.   
 Kate asks for questions from the interested parties.  Kate swears all interested parties in.   
 Discussion about how to proceed administratively with the boundary line adjustment follows a 
procedural question from Doug. 
 Paul Sacca asks for clarification to what type of storage the building will provide.  Rick states it 
would be boat or large vehicle storage only.  It will not be a self-storage unit.  Access would only happen 
when Rick was present with spring being the anticipated busy traffic time.  Rick gives a brief overview of 
the type of building that will be built.  He states the property will probably be gated at one point.  Rick 
also covers screening and driveway/road access.   
 Discussion about commercial uses in a residential area follows.  ‘Character of the neighborhood’ 
from Section 3 of the bylaws is referenced.  Other commercial properties in North Hero are discussed. 
Mary Jane states the board does not set precedence but takes each case as it stands on its own. 
 Kate recesses the hearing to the third Thursday of June at 7:00pm.   
 
 
DELIBERATIVE SESSION 
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 Bobby motions at 8:01PM to recess the Development Review Board meeting and go into 
deliberative session.  This motion is seconded by Jim Blandino and hearing no further discussion the 
motion carries 7-0.   
 
  Kate states the board has come out of deliberative session at 8:10PM and is ready to vote on the 
Shanahan application 2015-10SW. 
 
 Jim B. motions to deny the application for the proposed shed based on the fact that it does not 
meet the minimum 25’ side yard setback as required by North Hero Zoning Regulations.  Bobby Miller 
seconds the motion and the motion passes 7-0 with no further discussion.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Board Business: 
 

Procedure Rewrite:  
 This was moved to last item of business under adjustment to the agenda. 

 
  Kate gives a brief overview of the proposed changes to the current North Hero 
Development Review Board Rules of Procedure and Conflict of Interest Policy.  Discussion on origin of 
policy follows.  
 
 Joe Poquette makes a motion to go into executive session to discuss the forming of this board and 
personnel issues.  Mary Jane seconds and the motion passes unopposed with no further discussion.   
 
 The board resumes discussion as to how to proceed with the rewrite.  A brief review of possible 
changes occurs.  The board concurs a simplified version would be ideal.  The board would like further 
time to review the policy before working on the rewrite.  The board agrees to read the old version before 
the next meeting and will decide on the scope of the rewrite at the next meeting. 
 
   
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Bobby motions to adjourn the meeting.  The motion is seconded by Jim B. and hearing no further 
discussion the motion carries 7-0. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,    
 Corinn Julow  
CC:  Board 
         Zoning Administrator         
        Town Clerk  
        Web Page 


